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A display of  some of the small, 
woollen items made for 
premature babies by our Sisters 
in the Knitting Group, Lytham, 
who meet every Monday 
afternoon.  Here are Sisters 
Evelyn and Elizabeth showing a 
basket of their work. 

ADVENT 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

Come forth from deep within me 
with Christmas luminous beauty. 

For my heart has become 
the sacred crib,  
the birthing place of God 
among us 

 

9ŘǿŀǊŘ Iŀȅǎ 

At our Christmas party Srs 
Thérese and Carmel presented 
a statuette to Sr Anthony in 
recognition of the work and 
ministry of her sister, Sister 
Berenice, in the diocese of 
Gaborone, Botswana, for 46 
years . 

Sr Thérèse tried to get her 
"Christmas pudding" into the 
circle.  Surely she wasn't trying to 
cheat by leaning too far 
forward?????  



 

 

On Tuesday The Briery held 
their annual Carol Service for 
the Sisters.  It was a lovely 
event and a great preparation 
for the feast.  Below is a 
reflection from the service.  
Next year due to the 
decreasing numbers The 

Briery are going to include the 
Associates and Briery 
Volunteers at this event. 

On shepherds: Hope was Heard a Singing  

by Sally Foster Fullton 

Sounds so romantic . . . 

‘In that region there were shepherds living in 
the fields, keeping watch over their flocks by 
night.’ (Luke 2:8) 

Sounds so romantic—Christmas-cake 
perfection with a little icing sugar sprinkled 
over like fairy dust. 

When actually . . .  

In that region lived the poorest of the poor, 
holed up, huddled together on a hill, putting 
their lives at risk to protect someone else’s 
livelihood. 

In that region, the margin between rich and 
poor people gaped, vast and ugly—and the 
angels had the audacity to sing about good 
news to the likes of them!  And they had the 
audacity to listen . .  

And what about today?  If the angels spread 
their golden wings and swooped down from 
on high, where would this heavenly host 
appear—singing of glory and saying: ‘Do not 
be afraid’? 

Well perhaps . . .  

In that region, where homeless live in shelters 

and under bridges and on friends’ settees for a 
time, and in bedsits when the government 
gets its act together . . . 

In that region, where children are afraid to go 
outside; children who’ve learned that they 
can’t expect much from the world they’ve 
been dropped into and that’s promptly let 
them fall through the cracks. 

The Christmas angels came singing ‘Do not be 
afraid’ in fearful places.  They flew first to the 
ones most in need of good news, least likely to 
be looking for it, or even expecting it, and 
quite frankly with more reason than most to 
refuse the invitation to believe in anything as 
unlikely as hope. 

It is said that angels are simply God's 
messengers—bringing with them a simple, if 
unbelievable, possibility: ‘It doesn’t have to be 
this way,’ they say. ‘Come and see this new 
thing that has been made known.’ 

If there is to be stirring of angels wings, a new 
song building in the air, then in this region 
God’s messengers (you and me minus the 
haloes) have to be audacious enough to sing in 
fearful places. 



 

 

On Sunday 11th December Cathy Nightingale, an Anglican 
Priest who many of you will know as she is a Passionist at 
heart, was made an Honorary Canon of Manchester 
Cathedral.  Thérèse and Anne went to support her.  It was 
wonderful to be in such an historic setting and meeting 
with Cathy’s friends from the Deaf Community and her 
parents.  Cathy had requested to wear a Passionist Sign on 
her stole, but unfortunately it had never arrived in the post 
so Anne took the one off her coat and gave it to her. 

 This will be our last Newsletter of 2016.  Thank you for all your 

contributionsðthey have been enjoyed by everyoneðand we look 

forward to many more in the New Year. 

We will be publishing our first Newsletter of 2017 on January 9th. 

Until then, may you be richly blessed with the Peace and Joy of the 

Lord over this Christmas season and throughout 2017! 


