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Our 

birthday 

girls this 

week are: 

Margaret McSparran 30 August 

Rita Cahill      1 September 

John Vianney Birchall    3 September 

 pursues 

righteousness 

and love finds life, 

prosperity and honour. 
 



MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

IN THE LIVES OF OTHERS 

 Please continue to pray for {Ǌǎ aŀǊƛŜ !ƴǘƻƴƛƴŜ and .ǊƛƎƛŘ aŀǊȅΦ   

 Also pray for {Ǌ /ŀǊƳŜƭ /ƻƳŜǊŦƻǊŘ (Lytham), who is currently in hospital. 

 Sr Marcella requests prayer for her sister, 9ƛƭŜŜƴΣ a Columban Sister, who will be 92 
next month.  Eileen has had a fall and suspects she has broken a hip or knee.  She was 
taken to St VincentΩs hospital on 27th August. 

 

 ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ tƘƻŜōŜ wƻǿƭƛƴƎǎΣ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ tŀǊƛǎƘΣ [ȅǘƘŀƳ 

Thank you for your continued prayers for the recovery of tƘƻŜōŜ wƻǿƭƛƴƎǎ from 
cancer.  She had surgery at the ChildrenΩs Hospital in Birmingham on 23 August to 
remove the tumour in her leg.  According to her motherΩs report, the surgeons were 
very pleased that it άŎŀƳŜ ŀǿŀȅ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭƭȅέΦ   

Phoebe will be fourteen next Friday.  She will need physio and then a long period of 
chemotherapy.  Please keep her in your prayers.          

                 {Ǌ 5ƻƳƛƴƛŎ {ŀǾƛƻ /t 

Relatives/friends of Sisters:-  

MargueritaΩs brother, tŀǘΤ 

Eily MayΩs brother, ¢ŀŘŜΣ 
 and her sister, aŀǊȅ tƘƛƭƻƳŜƴŀ ²ƘƛǘŜΤ 

Kay DoranΩs niece-in-law, YŜǊǊȅΤ 

Rita McStayΩs niece-in-law, aƛŎƘŜƭƭŜ wŜƛŘΤ 

Keighley Associate, 9ƭŀƛƴŜ tƭǳƴƪŜǧΤ 

Brigid MurphyΩs brother-in-law, aƛŎƘŀŜƭ 
/ƭȅƴŜΤ 

Carmel ComerfordΩs sister, /ƭŀǊŜΦ 

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all 
circumstances é.  

 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Thank You! 



On a glorious summer day, 28th August 2021, Sr Rose 

Mulligan entered Eternal Life, passing away very peacefully 

in Villa Pacis RIP.   

Rose began her lifeΩs journey in Co Longford, Ireland 92 

years ago.  When she responded to GodΩs call to become a 

CP Sister, Rose left her family and homeland, entering the 

Novitiate in Mt St Joseph, Bolton in February 1953.  There 

she received the religious name of Mary Bernardus Joseph 

of the Mother of Sorrows.  After Vatican 2, Rose, like many 

Sisters, reverted to her Baptismal name.  

RoseΩs journey continued in many of our Convents in 

Yorkshire, Lancashire and the North East of England.  During 

this time Rose gave generously of her talents as a cook and 

later as a teacher.  After training for teaching Rose worked 

in an inner city school, St BonifaceΩs in Salford, quite close 

to the area where Ven Elizabeth Prout had founded our 

Congregation.  Fr Whelan, the Parish Priest of St BonifaceΩs, 

appreciated RoseΩs practical down-to-earth common sense 

approach to life and found her help in the parish invaluable.  When she retired from teaching 

Rose continued in Parish ministry, preparing children for the sacraments, visiting homes and 

hospitals and bringing communion to the sick and housebound.  Her outgoing, friendly 

personality and sense of humour endeared her to the people among whom she lived and 

worked.  

Sr Betty Cahill remembers with gratitude the help Rose gave her in the Irish Community Care 

Centre in Manchester.  

A letter of thanks from the parish priest of St Pius X parish, Middlesbrough, sums up the kind of 

service Rose gave in her parish ministry: 

άL ǿǊƛǘŜ ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ {ǘ !ƭǇƘƻƴǎǳǎ ϧ {ǘ tƛǳǎ ·Σ aƛŘŘƭŜǎōǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴŘ 

ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ǘƘŜ {ƛǎǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /Ǌƻǎǎ ŀƴŘ tŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ {Ǌ wƻǎŜ aǳƭƭƛƎŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ {Ǌ ałƛǊŜ ²ƘƛǘŜΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΣ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ {ǘ tƛǳǎ · ǇŀǊƛǎƘΣ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀƭ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ς 

ƴƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǳǎŜōƻǳƴŘΦ  ²Ŝ ǘƘŀƴƪ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ 

ǘǿƻ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭΦέ 

In 2010 Rose returned to Ireland to work in Tallaght, Dublin and finally completed her journey 

back to the loving God who created her and called her home on 28th August 2021.  In her later 

years Rose lived in Villa Pacis, Belfast where she received the love and care she had so freely 

given to others during her long life.  

Rose, may you rest in peace and rise in glory.  



DOWN MEMORY LANE 

Venerable Mother Mary Joseph of Jesus CP 

Elizabeth Prout (1820-1864) 

0ÁÒÔ Ψ 

In 1976 Rev Mother Wilfrida McHale set up a Mother Mary Joseph Office at the Generalate in 

Northampton to promote ongoing research; to deal with reports of favours received; and to 

distribute material, in order to make Elizabeth Prout known.  In September that year Sister Anna 

Maria Reynolds, a General Councillor, published an article on Mother Mary Joseph in the 

Passionist magazine, ¢ƘŜ /Ǌƻǎǎ.  In 1977 she published another, [ƻǎǎ ŀƴŘ DŀƛƴΥ ! ¢ŀƭŜ ƻŦ ¢ǿƻ 

/ƻƴǾŜǊǘǎ, in the /ƭŜǊƎȅ wŜǾƛŜǿ on Elizabeth Prout and Father Ignatius Spencer CP. 

There was then a General Chapter when Sister Anna Maria retired from the Council and Sister 

Cyprian Connolly CP became Assistant General with special responsibility for Mother Mary 

JosephΩs Cause.  In December 1977 the new Generalate decided to set up a Mother Mary Joseph 

Commission to investigate her life and virtues and to make her better known, so that in the 

future it might become possible to ask for the introduction of her Cause for ultimate 

Canonisation.  The first meeting of this First Mother Mary Joseph Commission was held on 19 

March 1978 in our convent in Sutton.  Its members were Father Eugene Kennan CP and twelve 

of our Sisters: a ²ƛƭŦǊƛŘŀ aŎIŀƭŜΣ {ƛǎǘŜǊǎ /ȅǇǊƛŀƴ /ƻƴƴƻƭƭȅΣ CƛŘŜƭƛǎ 5ŀƭȅΣ aŀǊƛŀ tŜǊǇŜǘǳŀ /ŀƘƛƭƭΣ 

aŀŎƴƛǎǎƛ aŎYŜŜΣ aŀǊƛŜ [ƻǳƛǎ aŎ¢ŀƎƎŀǊǘΣ !ƭōŜǊǘǳǎ !ǎƘǘƻƴΣ hƭƛǾƛŀ /ǳǊǊŀƴΣ tŀǳƭ aŀǊȅ DǊƛŜǾŜΣ !ƴƴŜ 

/ǳƴƴƛƴƎƘŀƳΣ ²ƛƭŦǊƛŘ 5ŀƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣ {Ǌ 5ƻƳƛƴƛŎ {ŀǾƛƻ.  Our purpose was to investigate 

Elizabeth ProutΩs life and virtues and to make her better known. 

At that first meeting Sister Wilfrid and I were commissioned to investigate ElizabethΩs early life 

and background.  It was also agreed at that first meeting that members of the Commission 

would give talks in our communities, in parishes and to other groups; that there should be 

publicity in our schools; that the use of the local radio and other media should be explored; that 

pilgrimages should be organised to Mother Mary JosephΩs sepulchre in Sutton; that articles 

should be published in periodicals and in the Catholic press; and that leaflets and pictures of her 

should be circulated. 

When this Commission held its second meeting on 24 June 1978 the members gave their 

reports: Sister Cyprian had talked about Elizabeth Prout to our Sisters in Larne, Belfast, Lytham 

and Fleetwood.  In Chile Sister OliviaΩs 1973 pamphlet ΨƭƛŦŜΩ of Elizabeth Prout was translated into 

Spanish and distributed. In Argentina, Sister Haydee Mulhall had undertaken to spread 

knowledge of Elizabeth Prout amongst past and present pupils of the Michael Ham Memorial 

College, Buenos Aires.  In Peru, the Sisters attributed their foundation to Elizabeth Prout.  Sister 

Cyprian had asked Sister Doreen OΩGrady CP in the USA to do research on Father Gaudentius 

Rossi CP, our prime Founder, and to spread knowledge of and devotion to Elizabeth Prout.  In 



Scotland I had written to the Cardinal, to the Archbishop of Glasgow and to the Bishop of 

Galloway, asking permission to write to their clergy in order to spread devotion to Elizabeth 

Prout, and in each case I received permission, approval and encouragement.  I had then sent out 

letters to the parish priests of the three dioceses, asking permission to speak in their parishes 

about her.  I had been to our convent in Lochgelly to help the Sisters in Fife to prepare talks that 

they could give in that area and two of them had done so in four parishes.  I had given talks in 

seven parishes and was about to give another three.  I had sent out prayer leaflets to all the 

teachers in the Catholic primary and secondary schools in Ayrshire.  Sister Paul Mary had been 

interviewed by Radio Manchester.  Father Eugene Kennan had written some articles for the 

Liverpool Archdiocesan {ǳƴŘŀȅ tƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƭ. 

During this second meeting, too, the members of the Commission gave their reports on how 

Elizabeth Prout had practised Faith, Hope, Charity and Prudence, Justice, Fortitude and 

Temperance. These reports were collated by Sister Cyprian and sent to Father Federico 

Menegazzo CP in Rome for his comments. 

Sister Wilfrid Daly and I reported on our research.  When I had made my first visit to the General 

Archives in Northampton in October 1978, I had been amazed at the amount of material that had 

lain hidden for so long and was totally unknown to the majority of our Sisters.  I therefore 

suggested that I should write a paper for the Mother Mary Joseph Commission on the 9ŀǊƭȅ [ƛŦŜ 

ƻŦ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ tǊƻǳǘ based on the records I had seen.  That paper was the beginning of twenty-one 

instalments, which were sent out to each convent in the Congregation during 1979 under the 

title, Ψ! bŜǿ [ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ƛƳŜǎ ƻŦ aƻǘƘŜǊ aŀǊȅ WƻǎŜǇƘ ό9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ tǊƻǳǘύΣ мунл ς муспΩΦ 

At the third meeting of the First Mother Mary Joseph Commission, held on 25 November 1978,  

Mother Wilfrida and Sister Cyprian reported that they had been to SS John and PaulΩs in Rome 

and had examined letters of Father Ignatius Spencer.  I reported that I had received permission 

from the Bishops of Aberdeen, Argyll and the Isles, Dunkeld, Motherwell and Paisley to send 

literature on Elizabeth Prout to the parishes in their dioceses. 

Father Eugene spoke of the need to approach the Archbishop of Liverpool about setting up a 

Historical Commission, consisting of a competent Sister, a qualified layperson and a priest, 

namely Father Eugene Kennan CP, Bernard Aspinwall, a Catholic historian in Glasgow whom I 

had known for some years, and myself.   

THUS IN ONLY TWO YEARS OUR CONGREGATION MOVED INTO ANOTHER DIMENSION OF THE 

CAUSE OF OUR FOUNDRESS, ELIZABETH PROUT, MOTHER MARY JOSEPH OF JESUS CP. 

 
 
 

{ƛǎǘŜǊ 5ƻƳƛƴƛŎ {ŀǾƛƻ /tΣ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴΣ  
/ŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ±Ŝƴ a aŀǊȅ WƻǎŜǇƘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /t 

ό9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ tǊƻǳǘύ  


